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1T Ropar selects teachers from foreign universities, signs deals
http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx

RUPNAGAR: Indian Institute of Technology (lIT), Ropar, conducted an offshore recruitment of faculty and signed
memorandums of understanding (MoUs) with foreign varsities for research collaboration. A team of delegates headed by
IIT Ropar director Prof Sarit Kumar Das travelled to United Kingdom, Canada and United States recently to select the best
faculty for electrical engineering, computer science engineering, mechanical engineering and civil engineering from
amongst the Indian diaspora “to further improve the educational quality the institute”. Out of 14 candidates screened for
electrical engineering, computer science engineering and mechanical engineering, six candidates were selected, two were
recommended for final evaluation and two more probable candidates were identified. The team also signed
memorandums of understanding (MoUs) for faculty and student exchange programmes with Cardiff University, United
Kingdom; University of Ontario Institute of Technology, Canada and State University of NY, Binghamton, US, to establish
research collaboration joint projects on areas like biomedical engineering, energy, agriculture and manufacturing. The
team visited Cambridge University, McMasters University, Perdue University, University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)
and Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) to initiate a dialogue on research. “The purpose of the visit was to attract
meritorious faculty, to reach out to Indian diaspora seeking support for the growth of IIT Ropar and to forge research
collaboration with reputed universities. On all counts, the visit was extremely successful,” said director Prof Sarit Kumar
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CUTTING IT SHORT

THE HRD MINISTRY IS TOO
IMPORTANT A FIELD TO BE LEFT
WITH NOVICES

istory is ruthless und when the “her” fgures in

there's resson 0 go back two years when Smrity Z

Irand o higher secondary passout with a soap enter
tuiner background, was gifted 4 cabinet rank she could
never have hoped for otherwise even as higher education
experts and political obsarvers were at thelr wits"end try
ing to decipher the Narendrn Modi ministry-making exar
clse,

Initinliy the general thought was that this would buy
the Prime Minister some time to subdus is also persuade
Murli Mahohar Joshi © head the departnient bur what
resiilted led to questions about whether Irni was being
used 48 4 proxy o stop-gap arrangement till o political
heavywelght agreed to step . Guesswork and political
speculation apart, one thing was certain - astute politi-
clan as he comes seross as being. Madi had to be answer-
ablk: for all those whimsical decisions that were ransiated
into making mountains of molehills.

With series of decision-making blunders in tow, on 5
July he made the required smendment in his ministry
nearly two years Lte - and removed Irani from the Union
ministry of human resowree development, replacing her
with Prakash Jovadekar, elevated to Cabinet rank And
however poor the comparison to Joshl, the hope |s thit
Javadekar won't push the fature of the country from the
frying umm the fire

llsmumlthm&rmelasnwoymrsme HRD min-
istry has been the Achilles’ heel of the Modi government,
with Iranl triggering one controvessy after another to
plunge the stade of higher education into desperate times.
That said, Modi's decision to give it a go with Jusvadekar is
Indicative of his lack of understanding of the
of educstion in the country and forget the portiolio
According to a PT1 report that quotes a UGC member as
having said, "Being a state chief miniser for years he
(Modi) mistook the HRD ministry for a state education
department where the minister has little to do because the
stte universities are under the controlof the chancellor™.
The situation has been bad for over six years now The
14th Parllament did pass some bills that the ruling
Congress thought would reform the higher aducntion sys:
tem, but the cimulathve result has been far from satisfac

tory. In retrospective, it 18 sensible to say it was Joshi's
term in the ministry that managed some conerse ground-
work in the education sector: His decisions were mature,
pragmatic, apolitical and definitely lxsting,

Arjun Singh, in the UPA 1 government, brought in alot
of complexities - the deemed university mess, Muslims’
appeaseament, Other Backward Caste reservation, eto
that eventually boomerangsd on him. Kapil Sibal, who
inherited the legacy in UPA 2, had to bear the brunt of
Singh's political game plan. Then the Spectrum scam pre-
cipitated a cabinet reshuffie that brought in MM Pannm
Raju,a “poor player”, Jeading to a dead end in the ministry

Looking back on the eady days of the UPA2 anenthy-
siastic Sibal announced a 100day agenda In June 2009,
promising to fsttrack radical reforms (n higher educa-
tion, induding a lsw to check and punish “malpractices”
in higher education Institutions.

He also proposed setting up an overurching authority
for higher education and research. His ministry formulat-
ed over u dozen bills, most of them aimed at bringing
greater transparency and accountability to the education
sector, Five years after, most of the plans still remain o far-
fetched dream.

Then came Ruju. Defining the broad contours of his
policy at the &ith meeting of the Central Advisory Board
of Education in Dalhi on 8 November 2012, he promised to
toe the legacy line. However, within days it was obvious
that the Sital diy's were over: He left with 13 bills stranded
in Parlimment - and poor Raju couldn’t muster enough
political backup to see them through. Helpless as he was,
Raju Instead found solace in Telengana politicking, leay-
ing the ministry to its secretary Ashok Thakur The only
bl Congress bigshots were interssted in was the one to
squeeze through to set up a Central universay for women
in Rae Barell, the constituency of Congress president So-
nin Gandhi.

The riddle of another Important bill to regulage the
entry and operation of forelgn institutions in the country,
which was tenaciously entangled in ntary rigma-
role, was solved on a cue from Sibal The MHRD (miple-
mented the spiritof the bill by an executive order and for-
mulkated ries for setting up foreign universities’ campus-
£5 Inthe country. The Depar tment of Industrial Policy and
Pramotion and Department backed the move The matter
is now, unfortunately stuck up in the Union law minisiry

Technical education “progressed” in UPA 2 but brought
more pain than pleasure (o stakeholders. Eight new
Indian Institutes of Technology, % National Institutes of
Technology, seven Indian Institutes of Management, 18
Central universities and five Indian Institutes of Science
Education and Research were set up As the bills for the
TS NITS and the Indian Institutes of Science Education
and Research were delayed in Pardimment, many students
ceared the hurdle but without valid degrees which were,
fortunatedy, reval idated Lter

The smooth conversion of the University of Roorkoe to
an eminent IOT and that of BHUT fo similar connection
make for o momunental study in contrast to undesstnd-
ing the modus opernndi of the Joshi ministry and later
entrants ke Singh, Sibal and Raju.

Similurly, consider the mowe to streamline the ent-
rance/admission tests in the country Joshi roped In the
Central Board of Secondary Education o organise the Al
Indian Engineering Entrance Examination to [acilitate
sdmissions o engineering colleges in the country, leaving
the IITs and the various states to have thelr own corre-
sponding state entrance exims. The Congress govern-
ment ciubbed the AIEEE with the OT\Joint Entrance
Examination and made o hash of two distinct systems.
Cutting it short, the HRD ministry 1s too important a field
to be left with novices like Trani or Raju or hardboled
politicians like Singh or Sibal
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